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Washington–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st–MA)                announced that $1 million dollars for the Mt. Wachusett Community                College Biomass Conversion project remained in the final version                of the FY '01 Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill.                The bill passed the House and the Senate yesterday. President Clinton                had vetoed an earlier form of the bill, but is expected to sign                this version.

               "This innovative project deserves federal support," Olver                said. "The path is now clear for Mt. Wachusett to receive $1                million."

               The college, in cooperation with a private utility company, plans                to design, develop and administer a biomass conversion project that                will increase energy efficiency and reduce the overall cost of power                generation for the college.

               "Recent events in the Middle East have made it clear that we                need to come up with energy sources other than imported oil,"                Olver added. "The Biomass Conversion project is a step in the                right direction."

               The current proposal is to develop a biomass gasification process                that converts low grade wood species into a gas that can be used                as a substitute for natural gas in driving a gas combustion turbine.                The project will create a fuel source that is renewable, locally                available, reliable, cost-effective, and non-polluting. Additionally,                any excess power created by the project may be sold at an affordable                cost to hospitals, local government facilities and other consumers.

               For more information about the Biomass Conversion Project, contact                Ed Terceiro at (978) 632-6600.
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